2003 HUNTING SEASONS

SPECIES SEASON SHOOTING DAILY BAG | POSSESSION
DATES HOURS LIMIT LIMIT

MOURNING,
COLLARED & Sept. 1-Nov. 9
WHITE-WINGED DOVES

One-half Hour
Before Sunrise

SORA & Sept. 1-Nov. 9 to Sunsett
VIRGINIA RAIL

COMMON SNIPE Sept. 1-Dec.16

AMERICAN Oct. 15-Nov. 28
WOODCOCK

BLUE-WINGED, Sunrise
GREEN-WINGED & Sept. 6-Sept. 21 to
CINNAMON TEAL Sunsetf

*Combined total of all species.
1See page 7 for sunrise/sunset table.
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Teal Numbers Increase in 2003

Increased precipitation and late spring rains in much of prairie Canada
and portions of the north central United States have improved habitat con-
ditions for teal and other waterfowl for fall 2003. As a result, blue-winged
teal numbers increased to 5.5 million during spring 2003, up from 4.2 mil-

lion the previous year.

The timing of migrations, weather and wetland habitat conditions in
Missouri have a much greater influence on hunter success than numbers
of teal in the fall flight. Regardless, the status of blue-winged teal deter-
mines whether or not a hunting season is offered each fall, and the num-
ber of days allowed. Under the current harvest strategy, blue-winged teal
population estimates between 3.3 and 4.7 million result in a season of up
to nine days in length, and up to 16 days are allowed when the breeding

population is above 4.7 million.

Blue-winged teal migrations into Missouri begin in mid-August and con-

tinue through September, well
before the regular duck season.
The majority of the September
season harvest is comprised of
blue-winged teal, while green
winged teal usually comprise less
than 20 percent. Annual teal har-
vest has ranged widely between
6,500 during 1993 to 34,500 during
1982.

In Missouri, September teal
seasons are designed to coincide
with blue-winged teal migrations
and to avoid initial arrivals of
other early migrant species such
as pintails and shovelers. Even so,
wood ducks reared in Missouri
and also some early migrant duck
species other than teal present
hunters with the responsibility of
identifying their target before they
shoot. A sunrise opening ensures
adequate light for correct identifi-
cation.

For additional help in identify-
ing ducks, purchase the Conserva-
tion Department’s 16-minute
video, “The Key to Duck ID,” by
calling toll-free 877-521-8632.

SUNRISE AND SUNSET AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO.
Central Standard Time

SEPT. OCT. NOW. DEC.
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Rise ~Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set
AM. PM. AM. PM. AM. PM. AM. PM

6:38 7:39 7:04 652 635 509 7.07 448
6:39 7:38 7:.05 650 636 508 7.08 448
6:39 7:36 7:06 6:49 637 507 7.09 448
6:40 7:35 7:07 6146 638 506 7:10 448
6:41 7:33 7:.08 6146 6:39 505 7:11 447

6:42 7:32 T7:09 6144 641 504 712 447
6:43 7:30 7:10 6143 6142 503 7:13 447
644 728 711 641 643 502 714 447

9 645 727 712 640 644 501 7:14 447
10 6146 725 7:13 638 645 500 7:15 448
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11 6146 724 7:14 637 6146 459 7:16 448
12 647 722 715 635 647 458 7:17 448
13 6148 721 7:16 634 648 457 7118 448
14 649 719 717 632 649 457 7118 448
15 650 7:16 7:18 631 650 456 7:19 449

16 651 7:16 7:19 630 651 455 7:20 449
17 652 713 7:19 628 653 454 720 449
18 653 7:13 7:20 627 654 454 721 450
19 653 7:11 7:22 625 655 453 7:21 450
20 654 709 723 624 656 453 722 450

21 655 7.08 724 6223 657 452 723 451
22 656 7.06 725 6:21 658 451 7:23 451
23 657 705 726 620 659 451 724 452
24 658 7.03 727 619 7:00 450 724 453
25 659 7.01 728 6:17 7:01 450 724 453

26 700 700 729 616 7.02 450 725 454
27 7:.01 658 630 515 7:03 449 725 454
28 702 657 631 514 7:04 449 725 455
29 702 655 632 513 7:.05 449 726 456
30 703 654 633 511 7:06 448 7:26 457

31 6:34 510 726 457

This table is for Jefferson City and points on the same longitude north
and south. For locations east, subtract one minute for each 13.5 miles
of airline distance. For locations west, add one minute for each 13.5
miles. Sunrise and sunset from Sept. 1 to Oct. 26 have been converted
to Daylight-Savings Time.




